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Biennale and Venice, over 85,000
in the city and works of art invade
the historic center

The promotional party. The giant llly cups, the block
of ice, the Palmyra Tower, and the colorful baskets.
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The Biennale (opening its first day to the public) on one side, the celebrations for the
promotion to Serie A on the other. Venice was overrun with traffic jams, vaporetti full
and delayed for the water parade. Yesterday, like Friday, when the football match on
Sant’Elena, with its late-night exodus, put public transport to the test. All this while
giant mugs, blocks of ice in the sun, and a Palmyra tower appeared in various parts of
the city. Yesterday, the smart control room recorded 85,000 people at its peak, the
higher number due to the coincidence with the Venice football festival, while several
thousand people were on the beaches of the Lido. "During these days of events, we
have managed to manage public transport without major disruptions,” emphasized
AVM executives. "The effort made has been remarkable, so we thank the operations
center and all the crews for the service provided to the city on days of celebration and
particular national and international visibility."

This is especially true for the Art Biennale, which isn't limited to the Giardini and the
Arsenale, but spreads throughout the city, transforming it for a few months into a
space where, suddenly, imagination and creativity burst forth. Some works will remain
until the end of the In Minor Keys exhibition, others have their days numbered and
arrive this way, walking or looking up. It's certainly impossible to miss the Illy cups at
Ca' di Dio, four gigantic, colorful cups signed by artists that make you feel like Alice in
Wonderland. Not far away is a block of ice by Stefano Cagol, an artist sensitive to
environmental issues who, in this case, smashes it with a hammer. The work Ice
Monolith, created for the Republic of Nauru, a tiny island in Micronesia, evokes the
devastation caused by decades of phosphate mining. Nearly 1,200 kilos of ice melted in
57 hours: "Nauru becomes a global metaphor,” the artist explains, "from the smallest
nation in the world, a cry to make us understand that we are devouring our own
planet.” At night, at sunset, the magic of Studio Drift's lantern flowers enchants those
who love strolling through the streets, creating a spectacle of moving light on the
facade of Palazzo Balbi. Also on the Grand Canal, but this time on the facade of The
Venice Venice Hotel, there was a print of a prestigious tapestry that now hangs in the
hotel. The French artist JR conceived the design for a monumental tapestry inspired by
Paolo Veronese's "The Wedding at Cana” and woven by master weaver Giovanni
Bonotto. Then there's the green ray fired into orbit after sunset, seeming to pierce the
vault of heaven. Chris Levine's work "Higher Power," installed on San Clemente Island,
conveys the message of radiating light, not war. While Roberto Diago's sculpture of
freedom dominates Via Garibaldi, Veritas has had some trash cans painted.

And then there's a fragment that seems to come from the past, hovering today near
the Iuav headquarters in the Syrian Pavilion. The Funerary Tower of Palmyra, created
by Syrian artist Sara Shamma and curated by Yuko Hasegawa, is a monumental and
immersive 15-meter-high installation that evokes the ancient funerary towers of
Palmyra, a symbol of coexistence between cultures and today an emblem of the loss
and resilience of Syrian heritage.

using the acronym Caf in the images but without a verifiable company name". The
candidate Simone Venturini yesterday instead attended a "six-legged"” walk in the San
Giuliano park, accusing Martella of not having written anything in his program

The "Bengali case” Raschilla accuses: illegal posters of candidates in shop
windows without permits

on pets. "Not a word about dogs, cats, kennels, cat shelters, dog parks, or pet
protection,” Venturini says. "It's a serious oversight, which once again demonstrates
the gap between those who truly live in the city and those who write programs full of
slogans but empty of concrete action.” The outgoing councilor recalls how dog parks
"have increased from 11 to 32, but we will increase them to 40, with new spaces on the
mainland, the historic center, and the islands.” He mentions the new dog shelter and
the €19 million in funding for the cat shelter in San Giuliano.




